Terms Used in the Smear Slide Descriptions from Exp 307:

•
All mineral components, except clay, are silt to sand sized unless otherwise specified.

•
Clay is used as a grain size term here without mineralogical implications.  It is recognized that much of the clay-sized material in these samples include carbonate particles below the resolution of the microscope used.  Other clay-sized particles are indeed composed of phylosilicates.

•
Grains that do not transmit light are classified as either “opaque minerals” or “framboidal pyrite” if recognized as such.

•
Sand and silt sized carbonate grains are classified as “bioclasts”.

•
All sponge spicules recognized are siliceous sponge spicules whether classified that way or not.  A few suspected calcareous spicules were lumped in with the “bioclasts”.  

Symbols used for mineral percents:

M = major component = greater than 10% (observed in abundance in each field of view)

m = minor component = between 1% and 10% (observed in almost every field of view)

tr = trace = observed, but less that 1% (observed occasionally in the slide)
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