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Abstract
We report the strontium isotope ratios (87Sr/86Sr) from pore water
collected during Integrated Ocean Drilling Program Expedition
337 off Shimokita peninsula, Japan. We use the ratios to track the
origin of pore water between 1289 to 2405 meters below seafloor
at Site C0020. Strontium isotope ratios measured from the sam-
ples collected by conventional sediment squeezer and the Quick-
silver probe are in good agreement and suggest the success of the
latter sampling technique. The 87Sr/86Sr ratios in the pore water
range from 0.7086 to 0.7061, suggesting the mixing between an-
cient seawater and fluids derived from volcanic material alter-
ation, a process also confirmed by onboard smear slide observa-
tions.

Introduction
Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP) Expedition 337 aims to
understand the relationship between a deep-seated (~1950 meters
below seafloor [mbsf]) hydrocarbon reservoir off Shimokita pen-
insula (northeast Japan) and the microbial community at such
depth. Understanding the sources and pathways of fluids is one of
the primary objectives of the expedition (see the “Expedition
337 summary” chapter [Expedition 337 Scientists, 2013a]). Mi-
gration of fluid supports the deep microbial community as well as
the shallow-dwelling organisms through delivery of critical nutri-
ents and elements. To this aim, we use the strontium (Sr) isotope
ratios from pore water to identify the sources and migration path-
way of the deep fluid.

Radiogenic Sr isotope ratio, 87Sr/86Sr, is known to be free from bio-
logical fractionation (Mook, 2001), which makes it a valuable and
conservative tracer for fluid from different sources (Torres et al.,
2004; Teichert et al., 2005; Joseph et al., 2012, 2013). Possible
sources include modern seawater (87Sr/86Sr ≅ 0.7092; McArthur et
al., 2012), continental felsic and basaltic rocks (<0.7180; Faure
and Powell, 1972), biogenic calcite (~0.7075–0.7092), volcanic
material (~0.7065), and oceanic crust (~0.703; Veizer, 1989).
Whereas some of the dissolved constituents measured in the pore
water samples show significant contamination by drilling fluid, Sr
is considered to be relatively free from such contamination due to
the low Sr concentration in drilling fluid (<30 μM) (see the
“Methods” chapter [Expedition 337 Scientists, 2013b]).
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Materials and methods
Most of the pore water samples were collected by the
conventional sediment squeezer, whereas four of the
samples were collected by the Quicksilver probe (Fig.
F1). The Quicksilver water samples were extracted
from the formation under in situ pressure and tem-
perature. All pore water samples were recovered and
treated under standard IODP protocol (see the
“Methods” chapter [Expedition 337 Scientists,
2013b]). Sr concentration was measured on board by
inductively coupled plasma–atomic emission spec-
troscopy (ICP-AES). We used preserved samples for
onboard alkalinity titration for our Sr isotopic analy-
ses. All samples were kept below ~4°C before analy-
ses.

For all pore water, 75 µL of sample was loaded onto
Eichrom “Sr-spec” chromatographic columns (Hor-
witz et al., 1992). Four samples from Sections 337-
C0020A-11R-5, 13R-2, 13R-8, and 15R-7 were pro-
cessed through cation columns using Eichrom cat-
ion-exchange (AG50 8X) resin (Cohen et al., 1988)
prior to Sr isolation to reduce the high concentra-
tions of rubidium (Rb) in these samples. This initial
reduction of Rb increased the efficiency of the Sr iso-
lation, thus reducing isobaric interference from 87Rb.
Pure solutions at 20–30 ppb Sr were then analyzed
using the Nu Plasma multicollector inductively cou-
pled plasma–mass spectrometer (MC-ICPMS) in the
W.M. Keck Collaboratory for Plasma Spectrometry in
the College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sci-
ence at Oregon State University (OSU-CEOAS; USA).
Instrument mass bias was corrected using 88Sr/86Sr of
8.375209, and all data were normalized to an 88Sr/
86Sr value for the NBS987 standard of 0.710245 (2σ =
0.000050, which is 91). Replicate analyses of an in
house standard (an EMD Millipore Sr standard solu-
tion) defines the long-term 2σ external reproducibil-
ity, which was 0.000060 (n = 79). We used the same
protocols for sample pretreatment and analyses as
Joseph et al. (2013). All data and the associated ana-
lytical error can be found in Tables T1 and T2.

Results
Results of the samples collected by the conventional
sediment squeezer and Quicksilver probe are in close
agreement, suggesting the success of the later sam-
pling technique (Fig. F1). Strontium concentration
increases from 1278 to 1989 mbsf with two distinct
peaks at 1765 and 1939 mbsf (see the “Site C0020”
chapter [Expedition 337 Scientists, 2013c]) (Fig.
F1A). Accordingly, the isotope ratios decrease from
0.7086 at 1278 mbsf to 0.7062 at 1958 mbsf (Fig.
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F1B) and are slightly elevated around 1944 mbsf,
which corresponds to the concentration peak at the
same depth. Although the lack of measurements be-
tween 1959 and 2406 mbsf limits our interpretation,
similar Sr concentration and isotope ratios between
these two depths suggest a similar fluid source below
1959 mbsf.

To further investigate the source of pore water Sr, we
plot the isotope ratios against the reciprocal of con-
centration in Figure F2. Seawater younger than mid-
dle Miocene, the age of our first measurement at
1278.1 mbsf based on the onboard biostratigraphy
reconstruction (see the “Site C0020” chapter [Expe-
dition 337 Scientists, 2013c]), has Sr isotope ratios
that range from ~0.7088 to 0.7092 (McArthur et al.,
2012). The Sr isotope ratios for volcanic materials
from northeast Japan range from ~0.7059 to 0.7029
(Oba et al., 1983; Kurasawa et al., 1986; Ohki et al.,
1994), a range very close to our measurements at
1978 mbsf. The trend in Figure F2 suggests mixing
between seawater younger than middle Miocene and
fluid derived from volcanic material alteration. Vol-
canic glass was commonly observed in cuttings and
sediment cores. Smear slide observations confirm the
existence of volcanic material (Fig. F1C, F1D). At
1940.44 mbsf, 1 m below the highest Sr concentra-
tion with the slightly elevated isotopic signature, a
smear slide observation confirms weathered volcanic
material (Fig. F1E) (see the “Site C0020” chapter [Ex-
pedition 337 Scientists, 2013c]).

Alteration of volcanic material can release various
cations, bicarbonate, and silicate into pore water
(Wallmann et al., 2008; White et al., 2011). These ex-
cess cations and anions not only stimulate the pre-
cipitation of authigenic minerals but may also pro-
vide the necessary nutrient for microbial life (Torsvik
et al., 1998; Izawa et al., 2010). Both the elevated cell
count and the geochemical signatures infer the ac-
tive methanogenesis around the ~1950 mbsf coalbed
(see the “Site C0020” chapter [Expedition 337 Scien-
tists, 2013c]), where the Sr concentration and iso-
tope ratios suggest active volcanic material alter-
ation. Solute released during volcanic material
decomposition may also be an important controlling
factor for the microbial life at such harsh environ-
ment.
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Figure F1. (A) Strontium concentration and (B) isotope ratios of all analyzed pore water samples, Site C0020.
Concentrations are from the “Site C0020” chapter (Expedition 337 Scientists, 2013c). All data can be found in
Tables T1 and T2. Analytical error of the isotopic ratios is smaller than the symbol size. Shipboard thin section
observations (C–E) confirm the appearance of altered volcanic material.
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Figure F2. Sr isotope ratios versus the reciprocal of Sr concentration in the pore water samples, Site C0020. The
end-member Sr isotope ratios for seawater (SW) are from McArthur et al. (2012) assuming the ratios for seawater
younger than middle Miocene (0.7092–0.7088). The volcanic material (VM) end-member covers the Sr isotope
ratios reported for northeast Japan (Oba et al., 1983; Kurasawa et al., 1986; Ohki et al., 1994). The mixing line
clearly shows the contribution of Sr from both sources.
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Table T1. Pore water Sr concentration and isotopic ratio from whole-round cores, Site C0020. 

1σ = 1 standard deviation of analyses.

Table T2. Interstitial water Sr concentration and isotopic ratio from Quicksilver probe, Site C0020.

1σ = 1 standard deviation of analyses. 

Unit
Core, section, 
interval (cm)

Depth CSF-B (m)

Sr (µM) 87Sr/86Sr 1σTop Bottom

337-C0020A-
II 1R-2, 0–65 1277.77 1278.42 141.61 0.70860 1.14E–05
II 2R-3, 0–60 1288.79 1289.39 212.10 0.70844 9.08E–06
II 3R-3, 0–60 1371.99 1372.59 176.68 0.70830 1.06E–05
II 5R-3, 39–85 1492.24 1492.70 93.90 0.70811 8.00E–06
II 6R-2, 15–76 1496.56 1497.17 124.54 0.70807 1.21E–05
II 8L-5, 35–93 1607.67 1608.09 145.90 0.70727 1.58E–05
II 12R-2, 53–75 1748.97 1749.19 281.15 0.70685 7.15E–06
II 12R-7, 30–50 1754.84 1755.04 287.31 0.70679 9.08E–06
II 13R-8, 27–60 1764.81 1765.12 319.24 0.70679 7.88E–06
III 15R-7, 18–33 1925.65 1925.80 306.82 0.70633 1.31E–05
III 17R-1, 60–100 1936.60 1937.00 450.86 0.70642 1.11E–05
III 17R-4, 65–85 1939.35 1939.55 473.94 0.70644 1.42E–05
III 17R-9, 25–51 1944.39 1944.65 440.18 0.70646 8.16E–06
III 19R-9, 30–60 1958.83 1959.11 345.36 0.70626 1.10E–05
IV 29R-6, 0–76 2405.30 2406.06 382.94 0.70607 1.06E–05

Unit Section
Sample 
number

Depth 
(mbsf) Sr (µM) 87Sr/86Sr 1σ

II LWL 396 1808 255.45 0.70655 1.02E–05
III LWL 395 1844 235.78 0.70652 1.09E–05
III LWL 394 1901.5 227.78 0.70645 1.60E–05
III LWL 393 1978 331.32 0.70622 1.12E–05
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